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required and expected from that art, muſt be deemed an 

acquiſition of no inconſiderable utility; the author of the 
following one, having obſerved the imperfections of many that 
had been been publiſhed, took a general ſurvey of them ſeveral 
years ago, with a view to try whether he could not remove thoſe 
imperfections, and compoſe a method from them all, that might 
anſwer the ends of the art. 


. S a method of ſhort-hand, adapted to anſwer the purpoſes 


But, on a ſtricter examination, he was ſoon convinced that 
their principles were inadequate to the end propoſed ; and that 
therefore, before an attempt of this kind could be proſecuted with 
any proſpect of ſucceſs, an entire new plan muſt be adopted. 


For to paſs by the aukwardneſs and impropriety of many of 
their characters, which ſeemed often to have been the effect of 
chance, rather than of any regular plan, the general method of 
expreſſing the vowels, either by dots, or by writing the next con- 
ſonant in the place of the preceding vowel, was extremely faulty, 
and rendered the art almoſt impracticable; as the obſervation of 
this rule required a nicety of attention that was incompatible 
with the neceſſary celerity, as well as brevity of the art; and to 
neglect it, obſcured the writing, and rendered it illegible. How- 
ever, the latter of theſe has been generally followed, as the leſs 
evil of the two; their words in general have been written by only 
a few of the conſonants that compoſed them, without any vowels 
at all; and to make amends for that omiſſion, the memory has 
been burdened with great numbers of arbitrary characters for 
ſyllables that begin and end words, called prepo/itions and termi- 
nations; beſides a liſt of double and triple conſonants, which were to 
ſtand for ſo many different words. All theſe were to be nicely 
treaſured up in the memory; and if- a perſon happened unfortu- 

| nately 
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nately to let any of them ſlip (which, without a conſtant peruſal, 
muſt frequently be the caſe) his art was gone, and his writing was 
no longer legible. 


It is true, many attempts have been made to remove theſe 
inconveniences ; but as they have generally proceeded upon the ſame 
principles, they have rather produced ſo many repeated proofs of 
the defects of the original plan, than afforded materials for ſup- 
plying them; for the means being inadequate to the end, they loſt 
in one particular juſt as much as they gained in another. 


To obviate theſe difficulties, it will be neceſſary to conſider 
what the eſſential properties of a good method of ſhort-hand are, 
which I take to be the following. 


1. The elements of the art ſhould be ſo conciſe and compen- 
dious, as to be eaſily Farned and retained, that they may be ready 


for practice upon any occaſion, without embarraſſment to the 
memory. : | 


- 


*. 


2. Theſe conciſe principles ſhould yet be ſo extenſive in their 
application, as to 5 the writing ſufficiently ſhort and expedi- 
tious; that is, they ſhould be ſuch as may enable the practitioner 
to take down a great deal in a little time, and a little compaſs. 


- 


3. And thirdly, the writing ſhould be ſo plain, as to be legible 
at any future time. 
-- Theſe three properties are ſo eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute 
a good art of ſhort-hand, that any method is more or leſs imper- 
fect, in proportion ag it is wanting in all or any of them; and 
none can be called a * one, that is not poſſeſſed of them all. 


But though it may be eaſy to conceive in theory what a good 
art of ſhort- hand ought to be; yet to reduce this theory to practice, 
to reconcile ſuch jarring properties, as thoſe which require the 
principles to be contracted, and yet the influence and application 
of them to be extended beyond the uſual bounds — Hoc opus, hi 
labor eft : This has for ſeveral years engaged the author's * 

uring 
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during which time he has conſtantly had theſe properties in view, 
while his ſyſtem has been making gradual advances towards the 
ſtate in which it now appears. | 


His firſt ſtep was to throw aſide entirely all other ſhort-hands, 
land to begin anew, by forming mathematical diagrams of all the 
ſimpleſt characters. And having furniſhed himſelf with theſe, he 
next Jr to appropriate them to the ſounds they were to 
repreſent ; in doing which a particular attention was you to the 
ſtructure of the Engliſh language, and the diſtinction of the letters, 
whether ſingle or double, as they occur more frequently or rarely; 
in order to appropriate thoſe characters, which are moſt eaſily 
written and joined, to ſignify thoſe letters or ſounds which are 
moſt frequently uſed and combined with one another. 


And further, To give this alphabet, or liſt of original cha- 
racters, every poſlible advantage conſiſtent with perſpicuity, the 
four different poſitions of the right line are divided into two lengths, 
which doubles their number; to theſe may be added the R, which 
is the S inverted, This reduplication of the fimpleſt characters 
was an advantage by no means to be neglected, as it conſiderably 
abbreviates the alphabet, and thereby gives an opportunity of 
enlarging in other particulars, conducive to render the writing 
more legible than it has hitherto been, without adding to the pro- 
lixity of the whole. | 


Having thus obtained a compleat ſet of original characters, his 
next aim was to contrive a new method of expreſſing the vowels, 
in a manner ſuitable to his plan of conciſeneſs and legibility ; for 
the former method of taking off the pen for the vowels, and writing 
the ſucceeding conſonants in their places, was found ſo tedious and 
imperfect, that he reſolved to diſcard it entirely, and to endeavour 
to ſubſtitute a better in its ſtead. | 


To effect this a number of devices were tried; the reſult of 
which was, that (after many repeated trials) the loop in its various 
ſizes and poſitions was found to anſwer the purpoſe more com- 
pleatly than any other : for a ſucceeding dane is drawn by 
the pen from the foregoing one, almoſt as readily with a loop, as 

2 in 
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in a ſharp angle without one; and, if any additional time wert 
required for this, it is ſufficiently counterbalanced by the fore- 
mentioned conciſeneſſ of the alphabet. All therefore that remained 
was to vary the form of the loop, ſo as to expreſs the different 
ſounds of vowels and diphthongs, and to ſupply the deficiency o 
theſe in ſome partiqulars where it was 1 To this point 
no little attention was paid, as the legibility of the writing is ſo 
materially concerned in it; and as it is an improvement that raiſes 
the art to a degree pf legibility and perfection, ſo much higher 
than it ever attained before. 55 


Having thus formed a general rule for writing, it was farther 
neceſſary to abbre Mate certain parts of words peculiar to the 
Engliſh language, which are almoſt conſtantly repeated : and theſe 
he has endeavoured th render as eaſy and conciſe as poſſible. 


Laſtly, It has begn cuſtomary with many authors on this ſub- 
ject, to lay down rues for joining together in writing the perſonal 
Pronouns and verbs with the ſigns of the moods and tenſes: but 
theſe are better calqulated to fill out a pompous title-page, or 
make a fair ſhow inf their books, than to anſwer any real uſe in 
practice. For, in the. firſt place, whenever words, which are 
Written according ti the general rule, are joined together, they 
will infallibly lead b miſtakes, and greatly obſcure the legibility 
of the writing: but, ſecondly, If this were not the caſe, they 


are by no means the proper words for ſuch contracted joinings. 


For the parts of a Tanguage. moſt neceſſary to be contracted, to 
anſwer the purpoſes of ſhort-hand, muſt evidently be thoſe which 
moſt frequently ocQur : but all, who are qualified to judge of 
language, know, thit no parts of ſpeech occur ſo frequently as 
the particles; and therefore they are of moſt conſequence to be 
contracted. It is"theſe, like the cement that joins and unites the 
ſtones of a building which conſtantly come between, and connect 
the other parts of pech through the whole language. 


Ir is theſe, therefore, and not the perſons of verbs, or ſigns of 
the tenſes, that require abbreviation; and ſuch of theſe as are 
moſt commonly uſed, chiefly prepoſitions, are denoted by ſome of 
the original characters in miniature; which diſtinguiſhes them, fo 
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that they are known as ſoon as ſeen, and may be joined without 
danger of miſtake. 


And further, by a particular contrivance, a great deal of 


trouble and delay is ſaved in writing the two Engliſh articles, a 


and the, which are ſo frequently repeated. Theſe are either 
expreſſed by a dot, or implied in the poſition of the abbreviated 
particles ; and both together make one peculiarity of the preſent 
art, by which the writing is conſiderably expedited. ' 


Upon the whole, the author has kept this work by him more 
years than Horace recommends to the Piſoes “; and, during that 
time, nothing in his power has been wanting to render it much 
ſuperior to any thing that has been preſented to the public on this 
ſubject betore. 12 


Nonumque prematur in annum 
Membranis intus poſitis; delere licebit 
Quod non edideris Hos. 
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DIRECTIONS rox PRACTICE. 


What has often and juſtly been remarked of many works of 
genius is ſtrictly true when applied to the different methods of 
ſhort-hand ; viz. that a multiplicity of rules and directions are 


marks of imperfection in the original plan that requires them; 
and that the beſt always wants the feweſt. 


In the preſent cafe, where the manner of writing the characters, 
expreſſing the vowels and other abbreviations, are exemplified, 
little more is neceſfary than a few general obſervations and direc- 
tions for practice. 


And firſt, though ſo many letters in general of every word 
ſhould be written as are neceſſary to render the writing legible, 
yet we ſhould ſtill remember, that we are writing Short-hand ; and 
ſhould therefore take care, left, while we avoid Charibdis on the 
one hand, we fall into Scy/la on the other, by inſerting any thing 
that is ſuperfluous. | 


To avoid this, it will be neceſſary to attend to the ſound of 
- words, rather than the orthography. 


Agreeable to this rule, the 5 ſhould be written inſtead of c, when 
c is founded like it, as in the word face: and the h may be entirely 
omitted, as in horſes, See the firſt examples in leſſon the 6th. 


The g ſoft is always expreſſed by j, as in gage, leſſon the 2d, 
and ſometimes tke-conveniency of joining may require the g to be 
| uſed for the 7, or g ſoft, as in rejcyce, charge; leſſon the 6th. 


In like manner, hen qu will not join well, the æ may be uſed 


inſtead of it, as frequent ; leſſon the 6th. 


N. B. In the following directions, wherever there is a refe- 
rence to examples, it is to be underſtood of the examples 
in leſſon the 6th, 

When 


— 


. 
- 
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When the ſame right-lined character comes before and after a 
vowel, write it as in the examples horſes, ordinances, dominion. 


The r and the negative nor are always drawn upward, and the 
= 5 downward; as in the examples rather, ſcytbes. 


Theſe two letters 1 and , when they ſtand for words, as well 

as the characters for her and ſee, will be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, if the 4 be drawn downward in a full ſtroke, and the v 
upward in a fine one: if this ſhould not be thought ſufficient, it 


will be eaſy for the practitioner to add ſome further mark of diſ- 
tinction. 


When the v is drawn from the bottom, it ſhould be kept up- 
right, to diſtinguiſh it from the wo. 


The 1s always drawn upward, and the y downward, 


The ch and /h are made in any direction. 


| 


The ſecond leſſon is purpoſely added to direct the learner in the 
manner of writing the characters ; and the third will amply ſhew 
him the uſe and application of the vowels and diphthongs : in 
writing which, he ſhould be careful to abſerve, that the à is a ſmall 
circle, and the e a ſmall oval; the i is only a turning round of 
the pen without a loop; the s is the @ enlarged; and the is the 
e enlarged, In a perpendicular or oblique direction; the o is the 
ſame loop in a horizontal direction. As to thoſe particular vowels 
that are to be omitted or inſerted in practice, the writer is left to his 
own diſcretion ; only it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that, as bre- 
vity is the deſign of the art, no filent vowels ſhould be written, 


nor more of ſuch as are ſounded than are neceſſary to render the 
writing legible. 


Sometimes one or more letters may be left out of a word, when 
they happen not to join commodiouſly, where the connexion of 
the ſentence will naturally point it out; and eſpecially if a dot, 
the mark of omiſſion, be placed under it. Some examples -of 


theſe 


MM INNO DU CT 1 N. 


theſe abbreviations | will be found in the ſpecimens, and in the 
/ examples kingdom, ever, earth, heart. | 


ue little dah | eo, io, &c. and that for ua, we, &c. will ap- 
pear perfectly diſtiyet, when it is conſidered that the one is joined 
to the RT and the other to the conſonant : — for eous, — 
is carried through Fhe former ſtroke of the vowel. 


In like manner 4daſh may be ſtruck through the e, to denote ee, 
in a un ford where it is thought neceſſary. 


Sometimes one wel or diphthong may be ſubſtituted for ano- 
ther, without devating much from the common ſound of the 
word, as in the examples FO and renown. 


BI and pl ar are tqͥ; be written as in leſſon the 6th, except before 
a downward ſtroke ſuch as s, 7, and it; and then it will be better 
to make them as 1g'the examples that follow 5 and pl. 


Ld and md ( fon 4.) are chiefly to be uſed at the end | of 
words; as when Ihr m comes before the termination ed, the e being 
N left out, as — 253% in the examples. 


The two dots for ir ality, &c. (leſſon 5.) may be uſed for other 
terminations of the like kind, without any danger of miſtaking ; 
ſuch as wity, arity, cc. but, if any one chuſes it, he may put the 
- angle dot for ity, and write the reſt of the word. The character 
for ward is always to be drawn upward, as in the laſt example of 
leſſon g. 


It is better to omit the terminations of the ſecond and third 

perſons ſingular of verbs, as the ſenſe and connection will readily 

ſupply the omiſſihn: thus, inſtead of 80 loveth and loves, it 
— Will be ſufficn write only love. . | 


The- ger will be better reconciled to the characters for every 
and againſt, when he obſerves the letters that denote very and —— 


As 


NOD. ix 


As I would not entirely exclude compendious joinings, I have 
given examples of a few, beginning with Jeſus Chriſt. 


I have alſo taken in a few emblematical characters, as above, 
below, &c. in leſſon the 6th, which are ſo expreſſive of the words 
they denote, that they will be remembered almoſt as ſoon as ſeen, 
and retained without any burden to the memory. 


The character for own is joined to the foregoing word, as in the 
examples our own, your oon. 


The manner of repreſenting repetitions and oppoſites are ſhown 
the former in the words Saul, Saul; and the latter in the words day 
and night. 


If any part of a word is omitted in writing, ſuch omiſſion is 
ſignified by a dot under the word, as in nevertheleſs. 


The abbreviated particles, with examples, will be found in the 
6th leſſon. The two articles a or an, and the, are diſtinguiſhed by 
their places; the former by a dot a little above the line of writing, 
the latter by a dot a little below it : in, im, un, ing, are denoted by 
a dot right againſt the middle of the other characters. | 


But if any of the particles come before à or the, then write 
thoſe particles in their place, as in the examples. 


Yet ſometimes the article à or the may he omitted, and the 
particle joined to the following word; as in the example to the 


Lord. 


Theſe 7 (as alſo the þ and 2, and negative nor, when 
they ſtand for words) are to be joined to one another, or to any 
other word. But if the þ be written as a letter, then it ſhould 
* be joined when it ſtands for he or him, becadſe it will not be 
plain, 


The four ſmaller ſized right lines in leſſon the 1ſt, denoting 
and; at, it, out; bis, is, us; and from, may alſo be joined to one 
| B another, 


r —— 4 — ——— - 
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another, or to the abbreviated: particles, written ſmall ; but to no 
other words, becauſe they will not be diſtinct. 


Notwithſtanding that the rule for joining together the parts of 
words 1s ſo well adapted in general to the purpoſes intended, and 
ſo extenſive in its uſe and application, yet it is impoſſible but that 
now and then 1 inſtances of words will happen, which do 
not join ſo well as others. Such words, as well as the technical 
terms of any art or profeſſion, may be expreſſed by a part of their 
letters, with a dot underneath, to denote the omiſſion of the reſt : 
or the letters of the common Roman alphabet may be uſed for 
that purpoſe ; as E for etymology, H for — corpus, &c. 


It will be beſt to expreſs figures by the characters appro- 
priated to them; only making dots for the cyphers, as in the ex- 


amples. E 


Laſtly, The learner is admoniſhed to be careful at firſt that 
he make the characters well, mark the vowels properly, diſtinguiſh 
the long and ſhort ſtrokes, and accuſtom himſelf to the moſt 
commodious joiningꝭ; and practice will ſoon render all theſe eaſy 
and familiar to him. $7 
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